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SERIES TEXT: “Whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that you have received it, and it will be yours.” 
- Jesus, Mark 11:24 NIV  
 
BIG IDEA: Prayer does for us that which we cannot do for ourselves.   
 
Main Idea: Wrestling with unanswered prayer is not a sign of unbelief, but of a maturing faith. 
 
Today I want to show examples of unanswered prayer and reframing our understanding of unanswered 
prayers. 
 
2 Truths about Unanswered Prayers 
 
1. _______________________________________________________________ 
 
Mark 15:34 - And at three in the afternoon Jesus cried out in a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lema 
sabachthani?” (which means, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”) 
 
This prayer is drawn from David in Psalm 22.  
 
1 My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? 
    Why are you so far from saving me, 
    so far from my cries of anguish? 
2 My God, I cry out by day, but you do not answer, 
    by night, but I find no rest.  
3 Yet you are enthroned as the Holy One; 
    you are the one Israel praises.  
4 In you our ancestors put their trust; 
    they trusted and you delivered them. 
5 To you they cried out and were saved; 
    in you they trusted and were not put to shame. 
 
2. _______________________________________________________________ 

 
Example of the Holy Family by Filippino Lippi 
 
The painting’s perspective was fine. The perspective of its modern audience had been wrong. 

1 Corinthians 13:11-12  When I was a child, I talked like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a 
child. When I became a man, I put the ways of childhood behind me. For now we see only a reflection 
as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I am 
fully known.” 
 
-Be patient and allow God to shape and mature you through unanswered prayer.  
 


