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SERIES TEXT: “Whatever you ask for in prayer, believe you have received it, and it will be yours.”  
 - Jesus, Mark 11:24 NIV  
 

BIG IDEA: Prayer does for us that which we cannot do for ourselves.  
 

WHEN YOUR LIFE HAS FAILED TO TASTE RIGHT, THE  

MISSING INGREDIENT COULD BE:  
 

I.    ARE YOU ENGAGED... IN PRAYER? 

• Who or what should I consider disengaging with so I can ENGAGE with Jesus more in prayer?  

• “Is it not written: ‘My house will be called a house of PRAYER for all nations’? But you have...      
Mark 11:17 NIV 

• Have we replaced prayer with the business and busyness of life: “... buying” “... selling” “... [making] 
money” (v. 15) “... carry[ing] merchandise” (v. 16)  

• “Our comforts make us think we don’t need God and our busyness makes us ignore Him all            
together.” - Mother Teresa  

• He went to find out if it had any fruit. When He reached it, He found nothing but leaves... “May no 
one ever eat fruit from you again.” (v. 13) He overturned the tables... (v. 15) 

• What on the table of my heart needs to be overturned and cleansed by Jesus? 
________________________ 

 

II.   DO YOU NEED TO RESET... IN PRAYER?  

• “Father, FORGIVE THEM.” - Jesus, Luke 23:34 NIV 

• “This, then, is how you should pray... FORGIVE us our debts, as we FORGIVE our debtors… - Jesus, 
Matthew 6:9, 12  

• “Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless those who curse you, PRAY FOR THOSE 
WHO MISTREAT YOU.” - Jesus, Luke 6:27-28 NIV 

• “When you stand praying, if you hold anything against anyone, FORGIVE HIM, so that your Father in 
heaven may forgive you your sins.” - Jesus, Mark 11:25 NIV 

• Who do I need Jesus to help me forgive? _____________________ 
 

III. HAVE YOU FULLY SURRENDERED... IN PRAYER? 

• On a 1-10 scale, are you a happy Christian?  

• “It depends only upon the facts of an entire SURRENDER and an absolute trust. For the promise is 
sure: ‘They that wait upon The LORD shall mount up with wings as eagles.’ Not ‘may perhaps mount 
up,’ but ‘shall.’ It is the inevitable result. May we each one prove it for ourselves!” - Hannah Whitall 
Smith, The Christian’s Secret of a Happy Life 

• [SURRENDERED] prayer works because I am living proof of answered prayers.” - Dave Wescott,  
Deacon 

• “[SURRENDERD] prayer must work because I’m still here.” - Tammie English, Deacon 

• “As I look back over the years I see how persevering prayer and SURRENDER to God’s will has sus-
tained me and blessed not only me but my family.” - Pastor Scott Montagne, Exec. & Adult Ministries 

• “[SURRENDERED] prayer works because I watched my immediate family, one by one, come to 
Christ. I was so thankful that I was able to lead my dad to the Lord exactly seven years from when I 
gave my life to Jesus. None of that could have happened without prayer.” - Pastor Linaya Bunbury 

• “Jesus, I surrender _____________________ to You.” 



 

IV. DO YOU NEED TO LOOK UP... IN PRAYER? 

• You know it’s time to “Request God’s Services” when:  

 1) You have consciousness of need e.g., evidence of water leaking  

 2) You have supreme consciousness of helplessness e.g., brokenness you cannot fix  

 3) You consciously hear the counsel of desperation: “Help!” 

• “Everyone who calls, ‘Help, God!’ gets help.” Romans 10:13 MSG 

• “Have faith in God... If anyone says to this mountain, ‘Go, throw yourself into the sea,’ and does 
not doubt in his heart but believes that what he says will happen, it will be done for him.” - Jesus,     
Mark 11:23 NIV 

• “[Looking up in] prayer works because God is Sovereign and He listens.” - Siteri Kochendorpher, 
Deacon 

• “I LOOK UP to the mountains – does my help come from there? My help comes from The Lord, 
who made heaven and earth.” Psalm 121:1-2 NLT 

• “[Looking up in] prayer works because it’s our opportunity to have an ongoing conversation with 
The Creator of the universe. The One who spoke the stars into existence listens to us when we 
come to Him in prayer.” - Pastor Hally Thorp, CCAKids 

• “[Looking up in] prayer works because it tunes our hearts to God by allowing us to be immersed 
and aware of His presence.” - Jason John, Student Ministries Leader 

• “[Looking up in] prayer works because it is the God-given, interactive way I can honestly talk to 
Him about the good, bad, joyful and ugly parts of my life and He converses back with wisdom and 
encouragement through a plethora of means.” - Kathi Shipman, Operations Administrator 

• “I direct my prayer unto Thee, and I will LOOK UP.” Psalm 5:3 KJV 

• I am looking up in prayer and believing Jesus will help me overcome 
_________________________________. 

 

V.  HAVE YOU CHOSEN TO REMAIN... IN PRAYER? 

• “I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man REMAINS in me and I in him, he will bear much fruit; 
apart from me you can do nothing... If you REMAIN in me and my words REMAIN in you, ask  
whatever you wish, and it will be given you... I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and 
that your joy may be complete.” - Jesus, John 15:5, 7, 11 NIV  

• “Remain in Me” | μένω | menō: to abide, to be present, to endure, to wait  

• “If you, then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more 
will your Father in heaven give good gifts to those who ASK HIM.” - Jesus, Matthew 7:11 NIV 

• “Jesus, I am asking in faith and will remain in prayer for 
_________________________________________.” 

• Do you believe coincidences happen? 

• “When I pray, coincidences happen; When I don’t, they don’t.” - William Temple, former         Arch-
bishop of Canterbury 

• 223 salvation decisions, 124 new financial & prayer partners, 35 new members & 31 water         
baptisms? Coincidentally, menō prayer works! 

• Jesus 

 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

“Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, for ever. Amen.” - Jesus, Matthew 6:9-13 KJV 


